
"Sammy worked with me over the summer of 2017 in the capacity of summer researcher. Their research project investigated nitrogen assimilation rates by three 
functional macrophyte groups (emergent, submerged and floating vegetation) within a constructed treatment wetland located in southern Minnesota. In addition, 

they assisted with other aspects of the overall research program to collect sediment samples, water samples, and measure streamflow into and out of the wetland. To 
complete this project it was necessary for their to be proficient in field work, laboratory analysis and writing for the final research report.  Sammy was very successful 

with this project and excelled at careful sample handling and analysis. For example, they conducted elemental analysis of plant tissue including drying, 
homogenizing, and weighing tissue samples before analysis. Their calibration curves from this analysis were very tight and their duplicates were within ~3% on 

average of each other. They also prepared sediment - water - amendment slurries for denitrification incubations during their time with me, which required patience 
and precision. Similar to their laboratory analysis, Sammy was also careful and methodical in the field work. They demonstrated an ability to learn and a calm 

persistent approach that is quite valuable for field work. They worked long hard hours, often putting in extra time when required to collect or process the samples. 
Finally, this project required Sammy to write a 15 page research report. I found the introduction and methods sections especially to be carefully researched and well 
presented. The results and discussion were also acceptable. Their data is being used to support the overall conclusions for this research and Sammy will be included 

in a manuscript for peer-reviewed publication.  
 

Sammy is quite capable of success in the field of environmental conservation and management. They demonstrated this repeatedly throughout the project by their 
work ethic, their sample processing and collection and her analysis of the data. The only suggestion I have to further their training is coursework in statistical 

methods and further experience in the field. Part of why Sammy was successful with this project was their passion for wildlife and environmental conservation. Many 
of their field photos and notes in their field notebook from this past summer were of the flora and fauna at the wetland site which, to me, illustrated their motivation 
for the overall theme of environmental conservation. It was a pleasure to mentor Sammy for this project and I hope they continue within this field after graduation.”

“Sammy Slug assisted UCSC Natural Reserves staff with invasive plant removal and native plant 
restoration at Younger Lagoon Reserve (YLR). YLR is a 72-acre reserve with wetland, coastal scrub, 

and grassland habitat that is surrounded by agricultural fields and residential/business developments. 
Sammy assisted with controlling invasive plant species and restoring native vegetation. 

 
Sammy was a dedicated intern whose dedication and promptness made them a valuable member of 

our fall crew. He undertook site preparation, trail work, planting and weeding and reserve 
maintenance.  Sammy  applied the restoration methods they learned consistently and correctly 

throughout the quarter. Sammy was intuitive and would make sure a task was completed fully before 
moving on. I appreciated the hard work they demonstrated when weeding or planting. Sammy always 

made sure that tools and gear were returned our office at the end of their shift. 
 

Sammy  was a pleasure to work with and will excel in their future pursuits!”

"Olympia Sandhills Restoration Interns completed 60 hours of work over the course of the Fall quarter in 2017. Work 
was focused on activities to facilitate restoration of mined Sandhills habitat, primarily at the Olympia Quarry. The 
interns were co-sponsored and supervised by the UCSC Greenhouses (Jim Velzy, Greenhouse Director) and Jodi 

McGraw Consulting (Jodi McGraw, Nicole Chrislock, and Kyle Gern). Interns participated in a variety of tasks 
including:  Removing invasive plant species;  Collecting native plants for revegetation; Seeding areas of active 

restoration;  Establishing study to evaluate habitat treatments and planting techniques to establish new populations 
of an endangered plant; and  Transplanting seedlings in the greenhouse for outplanting at the site in future quarters. 

 
Overall, the interns were exposed to and contributed to various aspects of planning and implementing large-scale 

revegetation, and the unique ecology and restoration challenges of Sandhills habitat.
 

Sammy Slug  was a helpful and hard-working intern who was always on-time, arrived prepared to work, and actively 
engaged in all assigned tasks. Good at listening and following directions, Sammy reliably responded to all forms of 

communication in a prompt and timely manner. Sammy was always on-task during internship activities and regularly 
took initiative to help JMc personnel and fellow interns during the work day. 

 
Sammy’s abilities, skills, and contributions improved during the internship. A natural at seed collection, seeding, and 
planting, Sammy gained confidence in her ability to conduct physical tasks, including weed removal, and increased 

her speed and efficiency during the course of the quarter. 
 

Sammy’s positive attitude, good work ethic, and effort to be of service and actively engage and participate in 
internship activities made them an excellent intern. They contributed much to our team throughout the 

quarter.” 

Sample Agency Evaluation of 
Interns

Agency Evaluation of Interns can be obtain on our website, 
envs.ucsc.edu/internships


